Evolution of carotid stenting: regulatory issues.
Although carotid angioplasty and stenting have been performed for more than 20 years, the regulations surrounding its performance have remained a controversial issue. Intervention in the cerebral vascular bed is the only area in which regulations have limited the applicability of interventional techniques to vascular disease. Whether or not this is the correct approach remains to be seen, but knowledge of the regulations and requirements surrounding the performance of carotid stenting are of paramount importance for those performing these procedures. A review of the regulations affecting everything from the institutions to the physicians performing these procedures, as outlined in this article, will be helpful in clarifying for physicians and institutions what is mandated before performing carotid intervention.